DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY

SAIS-IAA                                                   

                                                 3 DEC 2000 

MEMORANDUM FOR SEE DISTRIBUTION 

SUBJECT: Intra-Army Interoperability Certification 

    This memorandum establishes an intra-Army interoperability certification requirement for communications/data interfaces for all Army operational-through tactical-level command, control, communications, computers and intelligence (C4I) systems. 

    Under the provisions of the DOD Directive (DODD) 4630.5, Compatibility, Interoperability, and Integration of Command, Control, Communications, and Intelligence (C3I) Systems, November 12, 1992 and the Chairman, Joint Chiefs of Staff Instruction (CJCSI) 6212.01B, Interoperability and Supportability of National Security Systems and Information Technology Systems, May 8, 2000, the Joint Interoperability Test Command (JITC), a component of the Defense Information Systems Agency, conducts joint level interoperability certification and recertification testing for C3I systems. This testing currently applies to C3I systems only (reference Army Regulation 73-1, Test and Evaluation Policy, February 27, 1995, paragraph 4-2b(8) and 4-4b(5)) and is not sufficient for certifying horizontal and vertical interoperability for intra-Army C4I systems at the operational and tactical levels. 

    Intra-Army interoperability certification applies to all Army operational-through tactical-level C4I systems prior to release to the field, regardless of the acquisition category. Communications/data interfaces testing in support of intra-Army interoperability certification will be addressed in Operational Test Readiness Reviews and considered entrance criteria prior to decision reviews, operational testing, and materiel release. Any modifications that impact previously established interface requirements to fielded systems require re-certification prior to approval for materiel release. 

    Once a system is certified as interoperable, it is considered a base case system. The Program Manager or System Manager shall make no unilateral changes to the base case system that have the potential of affecting interoperability unless agreed to by the Director, Deputy Chief of Staff for Operations and Plans(DCSOPS) Directorate of Integration. If requested changes are approved, the Program Manager or System Manager must bear the re-certification cost of all affected systems within a period not exceeding 12 months from date of approval. 

    The following responsibilities are assigned: 

        a. The Director of Information Systems for Command, Control, 

Communications and Computers will: 

            (1) Serve as the intra-Army interoperability certification authority. The certification authority may be delegated to the system milestone decision authority. All certification actions will be returned to the test facility for distribution and record keeping. 

            (2) Approve the Central Test Support Facility (CTSF) test requirements and criteria for the intra-Army interoperability testing. 

        b. Director, DCSOPS Directorate of Integration is the approval authority for interoperability changes to a base case system. 

    c. The Program Managers and System Managers will program and budget funding for interoperability testing. The Program Managers and Systems Managers, in coordination with the U.S. Army Training and Doctrine Command System Managers, will provide the CTSF with a set of approved test requirements and criteria for intra-Army interoperability testing. Intra-Army interoperability testing and certification will be addressed in the individual program Test and Evaluation Master Plan or in a test concept document. 

    d. The CTSF, operated and funded by Program Executive Office, Command, Control and Communications Systems and located at Ft. Hood, Texas, is identified as the intra-Army interoperability testing facility to perform the communications/data interfaces testing. CTSF testing in support of the intra-Army certification process will not duplicate or limit testing conducted by the JITC, the U.S Army Test and Evaluation Command, or other test activities. The CTSF conducts the required intra-Army interoperability certification testing and provides the test results to the certification authority. 

    The following definitions are provided: 

    a. Intra-Army Interoperability Certification. Confirmation that the 

candidate system has undergone appropriate testing and that the applicable standards and requirements for compatibility, interoperability, and integration have been met. 

    b. Interoperability. The ability of the systems, units, or forces to provide data, information, materiel, and services to and accept the same from other systems, units, or forces and to use data, information, materiel, and services so exchanged to enable them to operate effectively together. 

    c. Operational-through tactical-level C4I. Information systems designed to support from Army Forces headquarters down to the squad level. 

    This policy is effective immediately. Point of contact for this action is Ms. Marlu Vance, commerical: (703) 697-4883, DSN: 227-4883, email: Marlu.Vance@HQDA.Army.Mil 

        (signed)                                                                 

                      (signed) 

PETER M. CUVIELLO                                                                

 Paul J. Hoeper 

Lieutenant General, GS                                                         
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